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Colton Chapel erupted 
Tuesday with yells of “I’m 
a Lesbian!”  Responsible 
for the exclamations was 
comedian and actress Lea 
DeLaria. While DeLaria’s 
is most-known from her 
work on “Orange is the 
New Black,” where she 
plays a prison inmate, she 
began her career in stand-
up.

Her performance at 
Lafayette was centered 
upon her experiences as 
a lesbian comic. She elic-
ited cheers and applause 
from the audience early 
on when she encouraged 
all students to accept who 
they are “and let every-
thing else fall into place.”

DeLaria proudly ac-
knowledged the influen-
tial role “Orange is the 
New Black” has played in 
creating stronger charac-
ters and a more positive 
and inclusive image of 
women in show business. 

“When was the last 
time you saw a group of 
women sitting around 
and talking about some-
thing other than a man 
on whether or not their 
ass looks fat in jeans?” she 
said, summing up the gen-
der difference she sees.

She addressed sensitive 
issues such as discrimi-
nation she has experi-
enced as a result of her 
self-described “butch” ap-
pearance, challenging the 
perception of a “butch” 
lesbian she has experi-

enced personally as well 
as in the entertainment 
industry in general.

“All I was fed [grow-
ing up] was very nega-
tive imagery of what 
lesbians were. Especially 
butches. I count myself, 
proudly, as someone who 
has done something for 
butches and changed that 
image,” she said. “We’re 
always portrayed as stu-
pid, as truck drivers, as 
drunk, as beating up on 
our girlfriends, as fat. 
But, you know, here I am 
portraying this fabulous 
butch dyke who everyone 
loves.” 

DeLaria’s integration of 
humor and major social 
issues struck a chord with 
the audience. 

“She really took the hard 

issues and made them 
funny. She made people 
excited about what’s to 
come and all the progress 
we’ve made already,” Matt 
Sancillio ‘17 said.

After the show, DeLaria 
was lauded for her meth-
od as much as her mes-
sage. “She takes a message 
that can be complicated 
for many and condenses 
it into something that’s so 
comprehensive to a col-
lege audience. It’s a very 
hard group to reach to, 
but at the same time we 
hold a lot of sway,” Chris-
tine Carpenter ‘17 said. 

DeLaria’s incorpora-
tion of humor, comedy, 
and relative subjects was 
the perfect way to appeal 
to students. 

Big Boo Comes to 
Lafayette

By Sadie Lebow ‘17
Contributing Writer 

The graphic tee first made its appearance in the 
1950s when resort companies would paste their logos 
on tees, and Disney characters could be projected on 
the cotton. Since then, the trend has taken off. From 
CD covers, to candy wrappers, painted scenes, and 
iconic figures, designers love adding flare to a basic 

cotton tee and appealing to a wide array of customers. 
The graphic tee can stand alone as your outfit’s state-
ment piece, or mysteriously protrude from beneath 
a blazer or cardigan. Males and females can be seen 
sporting graphic tees. Each shirt provides a small 

window into the wearer’s personality.

Each week Lafayette Style columnist, Aleni Mack-
arey peruses the campus to find Leopard’s rocking 
unique and individual trends. Today’s installment 

features the very stylish Kiyah Holloman rocking a 
graphic tee and leather pants.

What is your class year and major?

Class of 2015. English with a writing con-

centration.

Where is your look from? 

Marilyn Monroe T Shirt; Forever 21. 

Leather pants; Asos. Timberland Boots.

What inspired your look for today?

Tomeboy Chic. I wanted to be comfy yet 

cute. Wasn’t in the mood to be girly.

To what sorts of events or places might 

you wear this outfit?

This outfit is perfect for class, a quick run 

to Chipotle or running errands.

What is your favorite outfit style to wear 

to class? 

I don’t have one. It depends on how I’m 

feeling that morning, but I try not to do the 

same look consecutively. Tomboy one day, 

girlie the next, hipster the day after.

What is your favorite fashion trick/trip?

Lipstick and a good eyebrow always set a 

look out.

What is your favorite fashion spot?

 London. It’s like...New York on steroids.

Who is a fashion icon of yours? And why?

Angela Simmons. Because she has a tom-

boy side and a girly side like I do.

What are your favorite stores?

I don’t have a favorite store. I wear clothes 

from anywhere. Target to Givenchy. I don’t 

discriminate.
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Lafayette College’s 
fourth annual Write-
A-Thon was held in the 
Marlo Room on Monday 
October 20, 2014.

 “[The Write-A-Thon] 
is an opportunity for stu-
dents to write together 
and extend their imagi-
nations,” said professor 
Lee Upton. “It encour-
ages creativity among 
students.”

There was more 
than enough material 
to stretch the students’ 
imaginations and encour-
age their creativity in-
side the small room that 
afternoon. As they en-
tered, they were greeted 
by Upton and professor 
Alix Ohlin and handed a 
stack of writing prompts, 
a button that says “Keep 
Calm and Write On”, a 
postcard which would be 

their “muse for the day”, 
and a copy of The Mar-
quis, Lafayette’s liter-
ary magazine.  Scattered 
around tables were more 
writing prompts, famous 
quotes, and writing chal-

lenges. On the walls were 
a two-sentence horror 
story challenge, in which 
students were asked to 
come up with a horror 
story in just two sen-
tences, and in the cor-

ner was a globe created 
by Connor Pirruccello-
McClellan ’17, on which 
students could write any-
thing they wished.

As students wrote, ei-
ther alone or in large 

groups, on their laptops 
or on paper, live prompts 
ranging from John Paul 
Bisciotti’s ’15 upright 
bass to Sony Mathew’s 
imitation of a French 
critic, were provided for 

even more inspiration.
Students attended for 

various reasons. Some 
like Samantha Miller-
Brown ’18 were curi-
ous and “wanted to see 
the writing prompts 
and write without being 
judged,” Miller-Brown 
said. 

Others, like Flannery 
Keenan ’18, used this as 
an opportunity to catch 
up on a hobby. “I’m not 
taking any English class-
es this semester and I just 
wanted to get some writ-
ing in because I miss it.”

“The Write-A-Thon 
celebrates writing and 
brings students together 
so they can be inspired 
by each other,” Professor 
Ohlin said. The Write-
A-Thon provides a place 
and time where students 
can write freely.

Keep Calm and Write On
By Amy Lau ‘18

Contributing Writer
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